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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


At the Rack of Lamb Dinner on April 29,2006, we had 180 reservations. A big 
“THANKS” goes out to all the workers including Nina Matulich-reservations, 

Jo Puhera & Ann Cemokus-cake servers, Norma Hansen-drink tickets, Mary Ann 
Gurovich-raffle tickets and Agnes Mifsud-table decorations & raffle. Also, a big 
thank you to Nick Rajkovich for providing us with his tasty green olives that he 
always brings. This was a fun event, thanks to all who showed up. 

Another important event that happened on May 21®‘, when a group from 
Dubrovnik met at the Ag History Building at the County Fairgrounds. This all 
started months ago when the City of Monterey chose Dubrovnik to be their un¬ 
official sister city for technical purposes. Monterey city officials, knowing there 
is a large Croatian presence in the Pajaro Valley, contacted Dale Skillcom to 
coordinate a big welcome for them. The Dubrovnik group of nine came down to 
Watsonville for a warm reception ■with the help of SACO members. Bud Scurich, 
Ken Dobler and Rocky Franich for providing food and gifts. Speeches were made, 
gifts were exchanged and the groups talked to one another. A big surprise was when 
Nita Gizdich unexpectedly discovered a cousin in the Dubrovnik group. It was a 
great welcome considering the short notice for this to happen. 

See you all on July 9* for the Bar-B-Q 

Steve Belick 



SACO OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT-Steve Belick - 662-3859 

VICE-PRESIDENT - Peter Kovacich - 724-0071 

TREASURER - Jo Franich-Puhera - 724-8930 

RECORDING SECRETARY - Linda Wathen-Espejo - 724-2892 

FINANCIAL/CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Nina Matulich 724-7971 

COMING EVENTS 
July 9,2006 - Sunday - BBQ Corralitas Padre Park 
October 21,2006 - Saturday - Dinner 
December 16,2006 - Saturday - Christmas Pork Dinner 



Hello SACO Friends, 

Thanks a lot for the Get Well card, 
doing much better, but still have a long 
way to go. Miss all of you, but will 
surprise you all soon, I hope! 

Frances Kusanovich Russell 



Katie Alaga-Smith 

Realtor* 

SENIORS Real Estate Specialist^ 

55 PENNY Lane. Suite 102 
Watsonville, ca 95076 

CELL: (831 ) 334-9500 
OFFICE; (831 ) 763-6730 
Fax; <831) 763-6701 

E-mail: ksmith®davidlync.com 













Here’s to all of the following “A HUGE THANK YOU” for the delicious desserts 
and wonderfiil prizes that was enjoyed by all at our Rack of Lamb Dinner that was 
held on April 29,2006. 


DESSERTS 


Ann Backovich 

Agnes Mifsud(2) 

Mary Basich 

Lillian Nielsen 

Steve Belick 

Helen Ostoja 

Ann Cemokus 

Mary Pilo 

Judy Eiskamp 

Jo Puhera 

Gig Franusich 

SACO (3) 

Judy Hager 

Mary Siefke 

Betty Jones 

Jacqueline Zadrave 

Mary Lipanovich 

Slavica Zalac 

Nina Matulich 



RAFFLE PRIZES 

John & Elsie Alciati 

Antoinette Lukrich 

Angie Atkins 

Nina Matulich 

Evelyn Balia 

Agnes Mifsud 

Alice Bankhead 

Frances Osorio 

Charles Banovac 

Nick Rajkovich 

Steve Belick 

Gladys Rodriguez 

Adeline Bettincourt 

SACO 

Ann Cemokus 

Pat Solano 

Frances Davis 

Ann Soldo 

Thelma Dorey 

Sons of Italy 

Linda Espejo 

Margie Secondo 

Ruth Fiorovich 

John Vodanovich 

Jimie Franich 

Carl Watkins 

Nita Gizdich 

Jacqueline Zadravec 

Betty Jones 

Slavica Zalac 

Lena Kosovia 

Steve Zupan 




Thank You 




HVALA PUNO (THANKS MUCH)!!!! 

Nina Matulich 


PLEASE NOTE: 

If anyone has any articles of Croatia, trips made to Croatia, even one 
of your favorite Croatian recipes that you would like to share with us, 
we would love to hear from you and we can put it in the next news¬ 
letter for the Autumn issue. You can mail it to: 

SACO 
P.O.Box 226 

Watsonville, Ca. 95077 HVALA PUNO!! 
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Arlene K. Matiasevich 

87 years, May 27,2006, Watsonville • • u 

Survived by sons, Dr. Laurie Matiasevich and Michael A. Matiasevich 

daughter, Joan Rice 


WELCOME NEW SACO MEMBERS 
Gerry & Jane Borg - Watsonville 

Tom Ninkovich - Watsonville(formerly from Sanger,Ca.) 




v'l •c’jL.i. 



CONGRATU L ATIONS!!! 

The SACO Scholarship Recipients (Class of 2006) awarding $400.00 each to; 

WATSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 

Bradley Car - son of Peter & Carole Car 

grandson of Tony & Charlotte Car (SACO members) 

APTOS HIGH SCHOOL 



Evan Cemokus - son of Antone & Chery Cemokus 

grandson of Josephine Franich Puhera (SACO member) 

Megan Gallagher - daughter of Susan Radin Gallagher 

granddaughter of John & Clara Radin(SACO members) 



A Great restaurant everyone must try is HAMILTON CAFE in Novato, Ca. 

Zoran Matulic(cousin to Nina Matulich & Frances Matulich Osorio) is owner of this 
fabulous authentic Croatian and Mediterranean dishes. Frany Derpich Colendich 
dined at Zoran’s restaurant and as she quoted, “It was the best meal I have ever had, 
Zoran treated us as if we were family”. Agnes Gospodnetic Mifsud and her husband 
Mike also dined there and said it was an “awesome dining experience”. They had 
everything starting with great wine and appetizers to the main courses and ending with 
delicious desserts and espresso!! Such dishes as Lamb Skewers, Bacala-Dalmatian style, 
Calamari Postira, Polenta with chard, mushrooms, onions and tomatoes. Rack of Lamb, 
Moussaka and many, many more delicious dishes. Quite the Cuisine!! 



"A new Restaurant the "Hamilton Caf6’ has opened. The owner is 
Zoran Matulic, previous General Manager of Tarragon Restaurant in 
Sunnyvale, for the past 5 years. 

"Zoran Matulic. one of the most highly regarded manager>maitre'd. 
who has worked at, Tadich Grill. Vanessi’s, Postrio. Donatello, and 
Coconut Grove ..."said Michael Bauer, Food Editor SF Chronicle on 
July 6lh, 1998, As a former owner of Oberon"... Zoran is a 
consummate host..." Mr. Bauer said on June 2nd 1999, 

The chef, Ivo Strpinovich, bnngs with him more than 15 years of 
experience, catering for corporate and private clients on the Peninsula 
and Silicon Valley and known for his innovative "daily specials" and 
wide range of risotto offerings. 

The new caf6 is offering light continental breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, as well as Saturday and Sunday Brunch The menu is 
Mediterranean and Southern European, featuring fresh fish, meat and 
pasta dishes, as well as. some of Oberon's specials like their famous 
Rack of Lamb... 


HAMILTON CAFE 




Zoran Matulic 

415.382.0155 
502 South Palm Drive 
Hamilton Field 
Novato. California 94949 
fax: 415.382.0143 

w'w^v.ham iltoncafe.com 



















This past summer Tony and I decided to take one last trip to Croatia. It had been 29 
years since we last were there to visit our families and see the beautiful Dalmatian coast. 
Bringing our daughter Annette along would give us a chance to have her as an adult 
revisit the past and have her learn more about her heritage. Tony and I would provide the 
language and Annette could manage some of the driving, help carry suitcases, and 
quickly calculate changes in currency. We started off our trip from Aromas where our 
granddaughter Jennifer Car was having a celebration. Earlier that day we watched as she 
graduated from San Jose State. We left after the party so that we could start the long drive 
to Auburn NY where our grandson Michael Holm was being married the following 
Saturday. On this vacation Tony and I were going to pack in everything we could. 

We flew from Rochester NY and eventually landed in Dubrovnik where we found a new 
modem airport. My cousin Pero Krlanovic and his wife Marija met us. We went to their 
home and had traditional wdne, cheese, bread and prscuitto. They pointed out some of the 
damage done from the bombing during the war to their home and many others. From 
their back terrace they pointed out the Serbian border. Many of the buildings in Cilipi 
were destroyed or damaged. Some had been repaired, some abandoned while others were 
in the process of rebuilding. During our time there we saw many of the new modem 
conveniences that were not in the homes during our previous visit. We visited Nick and 
Luce Scurich and their daughter Nina. On Sunday many tourists were waiting to watch 
the dancing program outside the church in Cilipi. Annette noticed Nita Gizdich off in the 
distance. What a surprise it was to see her there. In fact while we were at Pero’s newly 
consimcted Hotel Ivka in Lapad eating lunch Tony looked out the window and 
recognized a license plate frame and car from Watsonville. He headed out the door to the 
car and found that John Zivanovich was also visiting the area. 

Before setting off too Mljet to see the Strazicich family we took a day ttip to Medjurgore. 
1 can now tell you why I had always heard that the tours were usually in the evening. It 
can be ver>' HOT. We arrived at the church and a Mass was in process. Next we took the 
winding and sometimes dirt road to find the site where the \ isions of the Virgin Mary had 
been. Tne three of us headed up the rocky dirt path to the marked areas and found 
pilgrims in silent prayer. Some people were walking the trail barefoot but we found it 
difficult going in our shoes and the powerful noon sun. It was a memorable experience 
for us all. 

Oiu next adventure was on a speeding hydrofoil to the island of Mljet where we stayed 
with the Niko Strazicich family at their bed and breakfast. If you haven’t made this stop 
before you really should. The sights, food, and hospitality are spectacular. Much of the 
island is protected as a national park. Such a peaceful place it was to relax and enjoy the 
company of everyone. 

We still had many family and sites to see so off we flew from Dubrovnik to arrive in Pula 
where Tony's cousin Gordon Kinkela was so wonderful to pick us up. We never would 
have found our way through the winding dark roads. He took us to Veprinac to the home 
where Tony's mother and father had lived when they were first married. Tlte home is 
still in the family and owned by cousin Dragana Brumnjak and her husband Bruno. We 













even stayed in Tony’s parent’s room while there. Vaprinac over looks Opatija and 
Rijeka, In the cities you can hear the beautiful music and people singing during the 
evenings. We had to get Annette to Venice for flight back home. Tony and I would stay 
a few weeks more. We took the long way via Lake Bled, which was beautiful with its 
many Alpine style inspired buildings. We could see the castle on the small island on the 
lake. We didn’t stay to long because we wanted to get to Lipica to the stables with the 
famous white dancing horses. The interesting tour gave information on the horses from 
their beginning to the present. We spent the next three days in Venice walking and 
enjoying the sites before Annette had to leave. 

Tony and I headed back to Veprinac for another two weeks going to the Basilica of the 
Madorma of Rijeka where the Pope stayed on his last visit. There was a commissioned 
bronze statue of Pope John Paul kneeling. On another day Tony’s cousins took us to 
Hum, which is known as the smallest town the world. We then went to Eufrazijeve 
Bazilika where Roman ruins have been uncovered. Time seemed to pass so quickly and 
soon it was time to say our goodbyes but not before convincing Bruno and Dragana to 
come for a visit this summer. Bruno and Ivo Car drove us to Trieste where we caught a 
train to Venice for our flight back to Auburn NY to rest up for a couple of weeks with 
Annette and her family. 

Now we had the long car trip back to Watsonville but not before stopping to see our niece 
Ellen Scurich to show us the sights of Palm Beach. We then were off to Miami to visit 
Luis and Hilda Fernandes formerly of Watsonville. With Tony at the wheel we were able 
to see New Orleans, San Antonio, Phoenix, Lake Havasu and then finally home. We had 
a wonderful time and are ready to go again. 







The Star Spangled Banner 

1814 


Words by Francis Scott Key 



O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleamina? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fioht, 
Oer the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming’ 
And the rocket's red glare, the bombs-bursting in air 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say does that star spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave? 






HOT SPOT TRAVEL FOR 2006 CROATIA 


The island Eden of Palmizana where in the 1800’s the Meneghello family grew 
rosemary and bottled several essential oils that were coveted for many years. Now 
the family-owned compound - a collection of stone bungalows, villas and apartments 
set amongst flourishing botanical gardens-is a favorite among those looking for 
crystal-clear seas, hidden coves(there are more than 50 of them) and the heady 
scent of rosemary in the air. After the day’s slow pace, Croatia’s current darling, 

Hvar, a mere 15 minutes north by boat, can provide a bit of night life. 

There a some that suggest that Mljet, now a national park off Croatia’s west 
coast, might be the island to visit. Hotel Odisej, the only show in town, sits near 
the Pomena harbor, surrounded by a pine forest punctuated by paths to the Malo 
and Veliko saltwater lakes. In the latter lies St. Mary, and island within an island 
home to a well-preserved Benedictine monastery that was built in the 12 century. 

It was disbanded in 1809 under the rule of Napolean, but even today you can 
almost hear the echo of monks chanting from this old house of worship, though 
it has been partially converted into a restaurant. Come here to be part of Croatian 
nature. 

On the edge of Plocica, the tiniest of islands in the Adriatic Sea, sits a solitary 
lighthouse. Built in 1887, and without a keeper since the light was automated in 
1997, the lighthouse is now available as unique accommodations. Its two floors 
are separate apartments, each with its own amenities. With the lighthouse comes 
Ante Petkovid, a caretaker of sorts, whose affinity for the island goes back to when 
he, as a small child, would help the keeper, who was a friend of his grandfather’s. 

Ante brings you to Plocica by boat from Korcula Island, and he’ll catch fresh fish 
for your dinner if you make such arrangements. The island itself is rather barren, 
so a good book is as necessary as a couple of bottles of Marko Polo Posip, Korcula’s 
tasty white varietal. Walk to Plocica’s north coast for a swath of sandy beach and 
picnic with your feet drifting in shallow waters. 

Article taken from the ISLANDS magazine 
JUNE 2006 
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THE PALACE HISTORY 

The four-star hotel Deskovic Palace in Pucisca, Island of Brae, is a renovated family 
Palace. It is a registered cultural monument that has been reconstructed and refurbished 
using art-conservation and restoration methods for both the interior and exterior. The 
construction of this late Renaissance palace began in 1467, and continued throughout 
the 17'*’ and IS*** centuries and the shape hasn’t been changed since. In the 7**’ century' 
Brae was inhabited by the refugees from Salona and in the Middle Ages by Croatians 
and the Neretva people. All settlements were in the interior of the island, and the people 
were farmers, shepherds and foresters(the Brae oak is a very famous species). In the 9^*’ 
century. Brae was ruled by the Neretvans, and in the 10'*' century they were under the rule 
of King Tomislav. In the 12**' century, the island was threatened by Omis pirates, and in 
1278 it was taken. After many turbulent changes of rule. Brae was taken over by Venice 
between 1420 and 1797. The Venetians came to an agreement with both the pirates and 
the Turks. After this the Venetians started building villages on the coast. Simultaneously 
Pucisca was founded and 13 small forts were built as a defense. Seven of the forts can 
still be seen. The first fort built, kastel(Pinesij, Pinesio, Pinesius), dating from 1467, was 
incorporated into the palace. The island history can be traced through the archeological 
record from the graves of the first inhabitants of Brae, the Illyrians, who probably gave 
the island its name(brentos means deer) the Greeks, whom Illyrians traded with, mostly 
living in the interior of the island as shepards, to the Romans who opened the first 
quaiTies(to build the Diocletian Palace in Split), and were the ones who shifted the life 
from the interior of the island to the coast where they built ville rustiche in small bays. 

The standard rooms are equipped with high standard air-conditioning(heating and 
cooling), mini bar, TV satellite, internet connection, bathrooms with floor heating and 
massage bathtubs. The rooms are decorated with antique furniture. The hotel also 
contains a restaurant with Mediterranean cuisine, aperitif bar and a gallery. The guests 
are able to enjoy the garden for relaxing, and a studio for painting, sculpting and 
developing photographs, all under professional guidance. The hotel works during the 
whole year, and various events can be organized for the guests: tours of the cultural and 
historical objects, hiking, renting a bike, renting a boat and fishing. Pucisca is also 
known for their high quality stone, whiph was used to build significant objects through¬ 
out the world, just like palace Deskovic. 

e-mail: h.palaca-deskovic'i/ st.i-com.hr 

Submitted by: 

Frany Derpich Colendich 
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TBDE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC 


P.O. Box 226 

Watsonville, CA. 95077 



Steve & Karen Belick 
1035 ViaTomasol 
Aptos, CA 95003 
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DATED MATERIAL - Please Rush 

















































